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Laudatio Friedrich Stadler
Erik Weber
Friedrich Stadler is full professor emeritus in history and philosophy of
science at the University of Vienna, with a joint appointment at the Depart-
ment of Philosophy and the Department of Contemporary History. He is
president of the Austrian Ludwig Wittgenstein Society and Head of the
Institute Vienna Circle (Institut Wiener Kreis) at his home university.
My professional contacts with Friedrich Stadler are partly connected to this
latter position. Since 2001 the Institute Vienna Circle organises one of the
most important summer schools in philosophy of science: the “Vienna
International Summer University – Scientific World Conceptions” (VISU),
from 2014 on known as the “University of Vienna Summer School – Scien-
tific World Conceptions” (USS-SWC). Friedrich Stadler is the main organ-
izer and scientific director of this summer school series. Over the last
decade, I have sent him many letters of recommendation for doctoral
students or postdoctoral researchers who wanted to participate in this
event.
Friedrich Stadler was one of the founding members of the European Philos-
ophy of Science Association (EPSA), which was established in Madrid in
2007. He served as president of this society from 2009 till 2013.
These positions show that Friedrich Stadler is very dedicated to the
community of historians and philosophers of science, and that he is a very
capable organiser. But that is not the main reason why we award him the
Sarton Medal. He receives the medal primarily for his work on the history
of philosophy of science, especially the Wiener Kreis and its predecessors.
In 1982 his first important monograph was published: Vom Positivismus
zur ‘Wissenschaftlichen Weltauffassung’. Am Beispiel der Wirkungs-
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geschichte von Ernst Mach in Österreich von 1895 bis 1934 (Wien-
München: Löcker). His second important monograph appeared in 1997.
The original German title was Studien zum Wiener Kreis. Ursprung,
Entwicklung und Wirkung des Logischen Empirismus im Kontext (Frank-
furt/Main: Suhrkamp). It was translated into English and published as The
Vienna Circle – Studies in the Origins, Development, and Influence of
Logical Empiricism in 2001 (Wien-New York: Springer). Both versions of
the book were published again in 2015 (Dordrecht: Springer).
Friedrich Stadler has been series (co-)editor of several important book
series, which give historians of philosophy access to important primary
sources:
 Ernst Mach Studienausgabe (Berlin: Xenomoi Verlag)
 Moritz Schlick Gesamtausgabe (Wien-New York: Springer)
 Wiener Kreis – Schriften zum Logischen Empirismus (Frankfurt/
Main: Suhrkamp)
 The Vienna Circle Institute Yearbook (Dordrecht: Springer)
 Veröffentlichungen des Instituts Wiener Kreis (Dordrecht: Springer)
In sum, Friedrich Stadler has done important original research himself and
has made large efforts to make primary sources available to other scholars.
Because of this combination the Sarton Medal which he has received is
very well deserved.
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